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The League of Women Voters of Albany County supports downsizing the County Legislature.  
We feel your proposal to reduce the size to twenty-nine members would be an improvement over 
your current thirty nine members. We also support a public vote on this at the November general 
election.   For arguments on downsizing we recommend the Supplemental report & 
recommendations regarding a reduction in the size of the Albany County Legislature which 
accompanied the Charter Review Commission Report. In its table of contents they are listed as: 
reduce the cost of government, bring Albany County in Line with its peers, enhance efficiency, 
increase bi-partisanship, promote competition in elections and enhance accountability. 

We noted that nothing is spelled out in your proposed law regarding the process for redistricting.  
The process is crucial in any redistricting and could be adopted as spelled out in the proposed 
charter of the Charter Review Commission if the revised charter were on the ballot also.  The 
goal of the Commission on Reapportionment detailed in the mentioned proposed charter is equal 
and fair representation of all people in Albany County. This includes factors such as 
compactness of districts, consistency existing with municipal boundaries and neighborhoods as 
much as possible, and balance and reasonableness for the diversity of citizens. Above all, Albany 
County citizens deserve an open transparent, inclusive process in this important step. 

We were disappointed that the charter was not on the ballot this past November. Now it is time 
to do the right thing and give the public the opportunity to vote on the revised county charter, 
with or without this downsizing proposal as a separate vote. There is no excuse for further delay. 

Thank you. 

Lois Griffith, President 

Judith Wing and Ann Brandon, Co-chairs of the Albany County League of Women Voters Study 
Group on Revising the Albany County Charter.  

 

 


