
League of Women Voters of Albany County 
Consensus on Proposed Albany County Charter (adopted 2/8/2014) 

 
[Parentheses are League additions for clarification.] 
 
The League of Women Voters of Albany County endorses the following major changes to the Albany 
County Charter crafted by the Charter Review Commission, as highlighted by their bullet points in the 
Charter Review Commission Report document of January 2014. We consider these changes essential as a 
guide into the future for Albany County. 
 

• Reduce the size of the County Legislature by 14 members from 39 to 25.  
(This could not be done until after the 2020 census, taking effect January 2024. Various sizes for the legislature 
could be chosen, but 25 balances the need for representation of various factions with a more manageable size.  
A smaller legislature would be more efficient and give each legislator more responsibility, thus enhancing 
accountability and influence, plus saving money. Within the last ten years, six other counties have reduced the 
size of their legislature. See the Commission’s Supplemental Report on legislative size.) 
 
●  Establish a non-partisan, independent and inclusive reapportionment commission to  
permanently reform how County legislative districts are drawn.  
(This is essential for reapportionment; process is spelled out in the charter. Diversity in the commission and 
legislative districts must be emphasized. This position is consistent with the position of the NYS League dealing 
with reapportionment.) 
 
●  Replace the County’s four, part-time elected Coroners with a single full-time 
Medical Examiner (a licensed physician) appointed by the County Executive, subject to 
confirmation by the County Legislature.  
(Arguments for Medical Examiner: 
1. ME is trained, experienced physician; no stated qualifications for coroners 
2. Coroner is not needed since a physician has to sign the death certificate 
3. Not a position that should be decided by election; is an administrative function. Clutters up the ballot. 
4. Coroners are not accountable to the County Executive 
5. Albany is the only large county still using the coroner system. 
6. Albany could contract with smaller neighboring counties to provide services that Albany now has to pay for if 
the death occurs in Albany County, even if the body is from another county.) 
 
● Establish economic development as one of the core purposes of County government.  

 

•      Merge the Department of Aging into the Department of Social Services. 
 
●  Codify succession procedures for elected officials and department heads in the event 
they are unable to exercise the powers and duties of their offices.  
 
●  Mandate an Administrative Code to organize the administration of County 
government and codify legislation, rules and regulations.  
(This was in the past charter but not carried out. It is a mandate in the proposed charter-Section 212, with the 
County Clerk to compile, publish, and disseminate it, and continue to update it. It should be updated as needed 
and easily accessible to the public.) 
 



 ●  Delineate the powers and duties of elected officials, department heads and the heads 
of certain other administrative units.  
League Comments:  
 
We would add or change: 
 
Tools for County Executive Accountability. The County Executive is accountable to all citizens of the county 
by virtue of his or her countywide election, and needs the tools for this position. The Executive currently 
appoints department heads with legislative approval. He or she should also appoint, where permitted by state 
law, members of advisory boards, such as the Community Services Board, Human Services Advisory Board, 
and the County Board of Health. In this way, the county executive is ultimately responsible for all 
administrative aspects of these departments. (See Erie County and Ulster County charters.) 
 
Veto power with 2/3 override by legislature. Now it is 2/3 for budget increase override, and 3/5 for local laws. 
We would make all vetoes 2/3 for consistency, similar to other units of government.  
 
Monthly and Special Meetings Notice. Section 206.  Monthly and special meetings notice:  No prior notice of 
such meetings shall be required.  We would substitute “Prior  notice of all meetings and agendas shall be 
available on the county legislature’s web site 72 hours before the meeting, as noted in the NYS Open Meetings 
Law.” 
 
We question: 
● Consolidate certain agency functions by:  Merging the Department of Economic Development, Conservation 
and Planning into the County Executive’s Office. 
(The Office of Economic Development is moved to the County Executive’s department; Office of Natural 
Resource Conservation and County Planning and Land Use Office are now in the Public Works Department. It 
is unclear how these departments would work together.) 
 
 
We commend the Charter Review Commission for their thorough and painstaking work to 
draft a charter that is evenhanded and relevant to the times. We hope that citizens of the 
county will review the proposed charter on the web site: 
www.AlbanyCounty.com/government/CharterReviewCommission.aspx.   
 
We urge legislators to approve this charter after due consideration, so that Albany County 
citizens may vote on it in the November election. 
 
We support active participation of citizens in all roles of government and urge the Executive 
and Legislature, in making appointments, to seek out more women and minorities for all 
positions. 
 
 


