
        May 26, 2014 
 
To: the Special Charter Review Committee of the Albany County Legislature 
 
From:  the League of Women Voters of Albany County 

Lois Griffin, President      
Ann Brandon & Judy Wing, Co-Chairs, Charter Committee 

 
Re: Comments on the Work of the Committee  
 
Members of the Albany County League of Women Voters have been following your 
work reviewing the revised Albany County charter.  We spoke of several   
recommendations at your March meeting of the legislature, but did not mention the need 
for a balance of power between the executive and legislative branches of county 
government. Unfortunately, we see your committee disregarding the balance of 
power by weakening the position of the county executive. The League has always 
supported a strong executive, elected by all citizens and responsible to them. The 
changes now being made will reverse the gains of the last 40 years since Albany 
County has had a home rule charter.  We urge you to reconsider the changes made, 
such as having the health commissioner appointed by the legislature rather than the 
executive. The proposal for the legislature to confirm a dismissal of an administrative 
unit head would make it difficult for any executive to hire or dismiss a department head, 
and hope that you do not adopt the proposal. Making veto overrides 3/5 rather than 2/3 
vote of the legislature also weakens executive authority. The Charter Review 
Commission did not propose changing the balance of power and we hope that you, as 
leaders in reviewing the charter, will not take away authority of the executive to carry out 
this important job. 
 
We also urge you to reconsider the recommendation of the Charter Review 
Commission to replace the county’s four, part-time elected coroners with a single 
full-time medical examiner (a licensed physician) appointed by the county executive, 
subject to confirmation by the county legislature, for the following reasons: 
 
• The ME is a trained, experienced physician; there are no stated qualifications for 

coroners. 
• A coroner is not needed since a physician has to sign a death certificate. 
• Albany could contract with smaller neighboring counties to provide services that 

Albany now has to pay for if the death occurs in Albany County, even if the body 
is from another county.  

• We are now paying for four fulltime employees who will be receiving pensions 
and health benefits in retirement. 



• This is not a position that should be decided by election; it is an administrative 
function.  

• Coroners are not accountable to the county executive or the county health 
department. 

• Albany is the only large county with a trauma unit (Albany Medical Center) still 
using the coroner system. 

 
The Charter Review Commission recommended reduction of the Albany County 
Legislature from the current 39 members to 25 members, which the League also supports, 
for more efficiency and the possibility of saving money. When districts are redrawn, 
diversity and independence of members for the reapportionment commission are 
essential.  
 
The citizens of Albany County deserve a forward looking charter that will include a 
strong county executive position, elected by all citizens. We need a charter that will serve 
residents of the county well for the next twenty years, and look to your committee to help 
facilitate this process. 


