
 

December 11, 2013 

To: Albany County Charter Review Commission  

At: Public Hearing, Guilderland Town Court, December 11, 2013, 6:30 PM 

Subject:  Statement by the League of Women Voters of Albany County on  
Proposed Changes to the Albany County Charter 

Greetings.  My name is Aimee Allaud, Communications Director of the Albany 
County League of Women Voters. The League is a nonpartisan organization that 
never supports or opposes candidates, but we do study issues and take action on 
them when needed. Men and women 18 years of age, as well as students, are 
welcome to join. 
 
Five issues stand out as we look at the current charter: 
 
1) The League sees accountability and efficiency as the most important issues 
to be addressed. We have had a continuing interest in our county government; 
urging an elected county executive form of government in the 1970’s, speaking to 
revise the charter to give the executive stronger appointment power of department 
heads in the 1990’s, and now we urge you to include executive appointment of 
heads of agencies and bureaus, and members of county boards, with confirmation 
by the county legislature.  Examples are the County Board of Health, Mental 
Health Community Services Board, Human Services Advisory Board, and County 
Planning Board. Because the county executive is elected by all citizens of the 
county, he or she is accountable to each of us, as opposed to the 39 members of the 
county legislature, who are accountable only to members of their district.  With 
this change in the charter, the county executive will have the tools to function as an 
executive and be accountable to the legislature and citizens of the county. 
 
2)  The League would give the County Executive full veto power, with a 
possible 2/3 override by the legislature. This is especially important where the 
executive cannot veto decreases in the budget. 
 



3) We have recommended for many years moving to the appointed medical 
examiner system rather than the current four elected coroners.  Since licensed 
physicians perform this function under state law, it seems like a duplication to 
continue to elect coroners.  There is no requirement that coroners have medical 
training, so physicians (often pathologists) carry out these duties with an extra cost. 
Albany County is the largest county in the state, and the only upstate trauma 
center, still using a coroner system. Onondaga, Monroe, or Erie counties might be 
good models to follow. 
 
4) An Administrative Code is included in the current charter, but has not 
been funded. Our hope is that this will again be included and funded, so that the 
local laws and rules of Albany County are more understandable for everyone. 
 
5) Independent Redistricting Commission. Tompkins County has recently 
adopted a guideline for an independent, nonpartisan commission. Adopting a 
similar process would give a basis for redistricting in 2021, after the next census. 
This would be especially critical if the legislature decides to have a smaller number 
of members in the future. 
 
We realize that your commission has had a difficult task and commend you for 
your hard work. We thank you for the opportunity to speak and look forward to a 
charter that will carry us forward for many years. 
       
     ### 
 


