
August 14, 2015 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                

CONTACTS:   
Aimee Allaud: Albany County LWV 

                                                                                                 Telephone: 482-2617 
                                                                         Steve Muller: Rensselaer County LWV 
                                                                                                     Telephone: 274-0846 
                                                                          Barbara Thomas: Saratoga County LWV 
                                                                                                     Telephone: 315 357-3340  
                                                                           Inge Lise Pangburn: Schenectady County LWV 
                                                                                                     Telephone: 399-1027 

     Four Leagues of Women Voters of the Capital District announced today that they are 
withdrawing from participation in Fair Campaign Practices for the Capital Region, Inc. that was 
founded in 1999 to promote fair and honest political campaigns. 

     Barbara Thomas, designated as spokesperson for the Leagues of Women Voters of Albany, 
Rensselaer, Saratoga, and Schenectady Counties, said the Leagues made the decision 
"regretfully" but they no longer believe that they can be effective in carrying out the 
organization's original purpose which was to improve the tenor of political campaigns in the four 
counties. Political campaigns are increasingly influenced by Political Action committees (PACs) 
over which candidates have no control. 

   According to FCP President Mick Drown, The Interfaith Alliance, Capital District Chapter will 
continue its participation in Fair Campaign Practices for the Capital Region Inc. (FCP) and plans 
to recruit other organizations to join with them to carry out the goal of supporting fair campaign 
practices and educating the public when unfair campaign practices have been used. 

     As volunteer organizations, the Leagues have had to make difficult decisions on where to 
focus their resources and have decided to focus on voter registration and education, candidate 
forums, and work on campaign finance reform, among other issues.  In recent years, the Leagues 
have found it increasingly difficult to recruit its members for board of directors and leadership 
responsibilities for Fair Campaign Practices.  The Leagues also noted a recent decline in 
complaints to FCP filed by political candidates and a decline in candidates' willingness to sign 
pledges to conduct fair campaigns. 

     FCP was founded by the Leagues of Women Voters of Albany, Rensselaer, Saratoga, and 
Schenectady Counties and the Interfaith Alliance, Capital District Chapter, for the purpose of 
educating the public about misleading and unfair campaign practices which are used by some 
candidates to gain an advantage over their opponents.  FCP tried to encourage factual accuracy 
and relevance in campaign literature and advertisements.  In its history, FCP heard complaints 



and issued 52 findings; complaints were filed in the four counties.  Each year FCP has asked 
local political candidates in the four counties to sign a pledge that they would honor principles of 
fair campaigning and FCP has tried to publicize those principles that result in a climate in which 
candidates conduct honest campaigns. 
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