
August 2016 

Dear Members and Supporters of the LWV of Albany County 

As we watched and read about the political conventions, as we follow the day-to-day election campaigns as they unfold, 
we realize that we are facing a critical election in November.  Not only are we electing a president, but an individual who 
will be appointing one or more justices to the Supreme Court.  These appointments may, and probably will, have a 
significant and possibly a monumental impact on what it means to be an American for years to come.  It is the Executive 
Branch with the opportunity to affect the decision making of the Judicial Branch.  In lesser, but still of great importance, 
are the elections for members of congress as well as representatives to our state legislatures.  These representatives will 
also have long-range impact on governmental policies. 

We are the League of Women Voters.  It is our mission to encourage voters to put aside frustrations, apathy, and 
disappointment with the political scene and to become engaged as active and informed voters on Election Day.  
Consequently, it is also part of our mission is to assist voters in finding factual information on the candidates in order to 
make their election choices. 

Our Board of Directors has been planning events for the next few months.  However, if we are to accomplish all of our 
goals, we will need more individuals to help out—some with one-shot volunteer opportunities and some for a few long-
term commitments.  Some of our needs include: 

Secretary—one or two volunteers to take minutes of board meetings, distribute them for corrections, and update them for 
our records.  

Assistant to the 1st Vice President and Membership Chair (Paula Philo)—help with recruitment of new members, 
distribution of LWV informative materials to libraries and other community locations.  Also assist with a “phone tree” to 
follow up on member interest sheets and reminders of upcoming events. 

Assistant to the 2nd Vice President and Voter Service Chair (Barbara Frankel)—help organize candidate forums, voter 
registration events, and cover needs that may arise in the winter months when Barbara is away. 

Assistant(s) to Webmaster (Linda Ellen Brown) - need co-pilots to contribute ideas, gather relevant information, add 
events to the calendar; enjoy using web content management skills and keeping up on the latest in marketing & 
communications methods.  
  
***NEW!!!  Community Conversations Leader—in conjunction with the NY Council for the Humanities, volunteers to 
lead a small group discussion (10 to 30 people) on a topic of community interest, i.e., environmental stewardship, 
immigration, democracy, and more.   The Council provides a prepackaged kit including the text, sample question, and 
facilitation tips.  Group discussions usually run about an hour.  There is also a grant of $200 available to the League on the 
completion of each discussion group. 

Our first event of the coming year will be our annual “Pot Luck” supper on September 20 at St. Sophia Community 
Center.  Stay tuned for details.  

Please know, we need you, we value your participation and feedback, and we look forward to hearing from you.   

Margaret Danes, President   mdanes@nycap.rr.com 
League of Women Voters of Albany County 
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