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LWVAC’S Annual Meeting on June 13, 2017
Location: Martel’s Restaurant at Capital Hills Golf Course
6:45

Welcome

Margaret Danes

6:55

Students Inside Albany:

7:05

Guest Speaker:
Dr. James Ketterer, Dean of International Studies; Director
of the Bard Globalization and International Affairs Program

th

Student, Sarah Bracken, 11 Grader, Clayton Bouton High
School

Tina Raggio

Marggie Skinner

Topic of Presentation: "Six Months Later” An Analysis of
the Trump Administration's Foreign Policy Actions
7:35

Business Meeting – Appointment of Parliamentarian

Margaret Danes

Verify Quorum

Marggie Skinner

7:40

Budget Presentation

Laura Bierman

7:50

Local Program Adoption

Paula Philo

8:00

Report from LWVNY Convention

Patricia Sibilia

8:10

Nominating Committee’s Report and
Election of Board Members and Nominating Committee

Ann Brandon

8:15

Introduction of Board Members

Ann Brandon

8:20

Recognition of Retirements

Margaret Danes

8:30

Adjourn

Margaret Danes

For more information regarding the Albany County Chapter:
Postal Address: P.O. Box 611, Slingerlands, NY 12159
Website: www.lwvalbany.org
Twitter: @LWVAC
Facebook Page: League of Women Voters of Albany County
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LWVAC President’s Report for 2016-2017
President’s Report
To reprise an old Sinatra classic, “It was a very good year.” Indeed, it was a busy year, but more
importantly, it was a very good and productive year. At the September meeting, members indicated
major concerns for the year were County charter reform, climate change, corruption in government, and
networking with other like-minded organizations. New issues also gained our concern as a new
administration indicated a dismantling of key programs.
Once again, voter engagement work under the leadership of Barbara Frankel was filled with candidate
debates with positive feedback, voter registration drives, and an effective implementation of
Vote411.org. Naturalization ceremonies have continued to be successful in introducing new citizens to
the League and to voter participation thanks to Julie Elson and a dedicated group of volunteers.
The Albany League was also quite visible this year at various “tabling” events including the Martin Luther
King program at the Empire State Convention Center, the Cherry Hill historical commemoration of the
suffragette movement in Albany, and the “Social Justice and Community Organization Day” at Proctor’s
Theater in conjunction with the film showing of “1984”. These programs have given the League an
opportunity to actively engage with the public as well as to share League information, literature, and
advocacy work. Outreach work was affected at a League presentation to the Junior League of Albany, a
group engaged and committed to community volunteerism.
Of course, as a key element of voter participation mission, there were a number of informational forums
and programs on key issues. Women’s Equality Day was recognized with displays at area libraries. Blair
Horner was our guest speaker at our program on “Corruption in Government. “ In February there was a
stellar turnout for a panel discussion on immigration in the Capital District. In March the Leagues of
Albany, Rensselaer, Saratoga, and Schenectady sponsored a live theatrical production “Petticoats of
Steel” at the NYS Museum, an inspirational look back at suffragette history. In April, there was another
full house for a program entitled “Endangered Species: The Future of Journalism”, a program presented
in successful collaboration with the Women’s Press Club. Our final program of the year was “Climate
Change: The End … Or the Beginning.” The event at the Bethlehem Town Hall was played to another
packed house. Several climate groups were also in attendance for a panel presentation on positive
approaches to the climate change challenges.
New this year were opportunities for members to join in support of major concerns at public rallies
including the Women’s March in January and the Climate Change rally in April. Both took place in D.C.
and sister cities throughout the country. In addition to our lobbying work, “people power” may be a
powerful tool in gaining recognition and respect from our elected government officials.
On the local level, the Observer Corps presence at the Albany County Legislature has been noticeable
and well received. Patricia Sibilia and other League members have offered sensible and nonconfrontational input on key issues including redistricting efforts and other aspects of Albany County
Charter Reform. On another front, our support of the expansion of the polystyrene ban was welldocumented; however, it failed to gain the votes necessary to be put into legislation at this time.
As we look to the coming year, there is work to be continued and new and important projects and issues
to undertake. The LWV of New York State in conjunction with the State Education Department is
committed to getting civics back into the classroom. The National League is advocating “Making
Democracy Work” and for league members to demonstrate collective impact, relevance, and visibility.
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And, just as we vote on the local, state, and national level, our work needs be trifold and to embrace and
promote local, state, and national issues. As we work towards these goals and an informed electorate,
we must demonstrate to our elected officials that an energized voter response can be mightier than bigmoneyed lobbyists and special interest groups. As we look forward to meeting our goals, we can also
look to more networking with other like-minded groups and individuals to broaden our reach and
increase the impact of our programs.
In closing, I would like to thank the amazing and hard-working members of our Albany Board. Aimee
Allaud, Mary Bielby, Linda Ellen Brown, Barbara Frankel, Herb Gordon, Paula Philo, Patricia Sibilia,
Marggie Skinner, and Steve Winters. It is because of your individual efforts and initiatives that so much
has been accomplished this year. It has been rewarding experience in working with a group of team
players. Many, many thanks!!!

Yours in League,
Margaret Danes
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Officers and Directors
Bylaws state:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Board of Directors consists of all officers and no more than 10 other elected Directors
Elected Directors and Officers serve a term of two years
Board of Directors may appoint, but appointed directors serve a one year term which ends
with Annual Meeting following the appointment.
President, First Vice President, Secretary are elected in even numbered years.
Second Vice President, Treasurer are elected in odd numbered years.
Nominating Committee has 5 members. The Chair and two members shall not be Board
members. They shall be nominated by the Nominating Committee and be presented at the
Annual Meeting for election.

Current (2016-2017) Officers and Directors:
OFFICERS
President

Margaret Danes

2016 – 2018

s

Paula Philo

2016 – 2018

nd

2 Vice President

Barbara Frankel

2015 – 2017

Secretary

Mary Beilby

2017 (Appointed to fill vacancy)

Treasurer

Marggie Skinner

2015-2017

1 Vice President (Administration)

DIRECTORS
Communications

Aimee Allaud

2015-2017

Webmaster

Linda Ellen Brown

2015-2017

At Large

Herb Gordon

2015-2017

Observer Corp

Patricia Sibilia

2016-2018

At Large

Stephen Winters

2016-2018

At Large

Mary Beilby

Appointed 2017

NOMINATING COMMITTEE
Ann Brandon, Chair

Tina Raggio

Aimee Allaud

Loretta Simon

Paula Philo

Page 6 of 30

Slate of Candidates for 2017-2018:

OFFICERS
President

Margaret Danes

2016-2018

1s Vice President (Administration)

Patricia Sibilia

2017-2018

2nd Vice President (Advocacy)

Mary Beilby

2017-2019

Secretary

Britt Westergard

2017-2018

Treasurer

Marggie Skinner

2017-2019

DIRECTORS
Communications

Aimee Allaud

2016-2018

Webmaster

Linda Ellen Brown

2016-2018

Voter Service

Barbara Frankel

2016-2018

At Large

Susanna Martin

2017-2019

Membership

Paula Philo

2016-2018

At Large

Stephen Winters

2016-2018

NOMINATING COMMITTEE
Marian Schwager, Chair

Tina Raggio

Arleen Stein

THANK YOU to Herb Gordon for his years of service as Board Member.
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LWVAC COMMITTEES – 2016-2017
Below is the listing of our 2016-2017 Committees and their leads. We want to thank those who
have put forth the effort to participate in them.
As we begin our planning for the upcoming year, we ask all members to consider joining a
committee to make our organization stronger.
Action and Advocacy

Aimee Allaud
Mary Bielby

Albany County Charter/Observer Corps

Patricia Sibilia, Chair
Herb Gordon
Margaret Danes

Communications

Aimee Allaud, Chair
Marian Schwager (Bulletin Editor)
Laura Bierman (Bulletin Formatting)
Marggie Skinner (Mailings, Facebook)
Linda Ellen Brown (Web Content Manager, Twitter)
Mary Bielby (Website Calendar)

Great Decisions Discussion Group

Martha Kennedy
Peggy Gutman
Judy Wing
Katie Henrikson

Long Term Care

Arleen Stein

Membership Committee

Paula Philo, Chair
Marggie Skinner
Patricia Sibilia

New Citizen Voter Registration

Julie Elson, Chair
Cindy Schultz, Lisa Nissenbaum, Linda Bernardi, Janet Reilly,
Colleen Maloney, Judith Grose-Johnson, Barbara Traynor,
Judith Wing, Britt Westergard, Patricia Sibilia

Poll Reporting

Marggie Skinner

Program Committee

Officers and Directors

Students Inside Albany

Tina Raggio, Chair
Rema Goldstein
Paula Philo

Voters Service

Barbara Frankel, Chair
Tina Raggio
Patricia Sibilia

Page 8 of 30

PROPOSED LOCAL PROGRAMS 2017-2018
•

Albany County Charter Review Study
Continue following developments in Albany County concerning revisions to the Albany
County Charter and take action to support the positions on it adopted by the Albany County
League.

•

Environment
Monitor proposals for landfills in Albany County, based on our existing four-county solid
waste position with the recognition of responsible and sustainable use of natural resources
by municipalities. The League will monitor the environmental, public safety and health
impacts associated with the transportation of crude oil shipments into the Port of Albany,
and the extension of a natural gas pipeline into and through Albany County (New language
added: although the extension has been suspended, it could be revived).

•

Long Term Care in Albany County
Continue monitoring long term care options and issues in Albany County.

•

A Study of Albany City School Board Election Process
This is a proposal to study the election process for Albany school board members, budget
and other fiscal items that must be approved by the voters. The League has a long history
of involvement in the City school elections, beginning in 1970 with the nonpartisan election
of the City of Albany school board. In 1988, the League studied the election process for the
school board and came to the consensus on a rotation election system for the sevenmember board. Candidates for the Albany school board are elected in the November
general election and the budget is voted in May. The board may call a referendum on other
issues.
Ø The LWVAC Board recommends to the membership that this item be dropped.
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COMMITTEE REPORTS
ACTION AND ADVOCACY REPORT – Aimee Allaud & Mary Beilby
1. LWVAC participated in the LWVNYS Legislative Procedures Update that 2015 convention
delegates agreed should occur. The study committee (Aimee Allaud, chairperson, Paula
Philo, Mary Beilby, Barbara Bartoletti, Donna Mahoney, and Patricia Sibilia) met in October
2016 to prepare for a presentation to members in November. The questions for discussion
and consensus were whether the Legislature should be a full time or part time body, how
long the terms of state legislators should be, should there be limits on outside employment
by legislators, should there be term limits for legislative leadership and committee chairs.
Following a lively discussion a consensus was reached, approved by the LWVAC board, and
sent to the LWVNYS. For the League’ newly updated position, see
http://www.lwvny.org/advocacy/gov-reform/reform/2017/LWVNY-New-LegislativeProcedures-January-2017.pdf.
2. LWVAC board in a board discussion at the December 1 meeting, recommended to the
LWVNYS the following legislative priorities for the 2017 legislative session: 1), Women’s
Issues, esp. reproductive choice, 2) Natural Resources issues identified in the 2016 League
priorities, and emphasizing climate change related issues (non-carbon energy), and no
decrease in funding to assure clean water, clean air, 3) Judicial Issues, esp. related to racial
bias in NYS prison systems.
3. LWVAC held a meeting in January to educate members and the public on the constitutional
convention question that New Yorkers will vote on in November 2017. Should the LWVNYS
take a position on whether to support, oppose or remain neutral on the ballot question was
the subject of a PowerPoint presentation by Jennifer Wilson and Laura Bierman of the
LWVNYS state office. The LWVAC recommended that the State League should remain
neutral on the question and provide balanced information to the voters. Subsequently, the
LWVNYS announced League support in calling for a NYS Constitutional Convention. (see
http://www.lwvny.org/programs-studies/concon/2017/Press-Con-con_032717.pdf)
4. A bill was introduced in the Albany County Legislature in November 2016 to ban the use of
polystyrene foam food containers in Albany County. After reviewing the legislation and the
League’s four County Solid Waste position, the LWVAC board voted to support the
legislation in March 2017. Albany County Local Law "S" banning Polystyrene Foam food
containers was defeated in the County Legislature on March 13 by a vote of 21-16 to
oppose the ban expansion although the LWVAC joined with environmental advocates to
mount a visible campaign through petitions and calls to legislators. Aimee Allaud
presented the League’s position in the public comment period of the county legislature at
the March meeting.
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5. Aimee Allaud, Mary Beilby and Regina Tillman attended Advocacy Training/Lobby Day on
April 25, 2017. Due to a scheduling glitch, the issue presentations were compressed. The
main focus was on the Health Care bill. The 3 of us joined other area members in visiting
the offices of Assemblywoman, Patricia Fahy; Assemblyman Steck and Sen. Breslin
discussed the Health Care bill and distributed our state Legislative Agenda.
6. Mary Beilby joined a group of several LWVNY members attending the Senate Election
Committee vote on “early voting” which LWVNY has been supporting. The bill was referred
to the Local Government Committee and later to the Senate Rules Committee. The group
also attended a legislative press conference introducing a bill eliminating the requirement
to list one’s salary history on job applications.
The League takes action based on LWVUS and LWVNYS positions, attached in the addendum to
this Annual Report:
•

LWVUS Impact on Issues Positions in Brief, page 25

•

LWVNYS Impact on Issues Positions in Brief, page 30

ALBANY COUNTY CHARTER /OBSERVER CORPS - Patricia Sibilia
The summer of 2016 was a hot one for the Albany County Legislature, and the open question
was whether we would have a proposition on the ballot in the November election to address
Albany County’s Charter concerns. Peter Crouse (R-24th), working together with the
Democratic leadership, put forward three proposed local laws to address what had long been
the criticisms about the Albany County Charter. His proposed Local Law F outlined downsizing
of the Legislature in two stages; first from 39 legislators to 33 in 2024, and then to 29 legislators
in 2032. His proposed Local Law G was aimed at redistricting, and proposed Local Law H was a
lengthy set of edits to clarify and bring up to date over 50 sections of the Charter. The Majority
Minority District Legislators put out a Media Advisory to announce that they “will use all legal
means to stop public hearings and related efforts to enact local laws that downsize the number
of legislative districts.” It was the Majority Minority concerns that resulted in the three lawsuits
against the County under the US Voting Rights Act, all of which the County lost.
The League was very active, attending Committee meetings, talking to key Legislators on both
sides of the issues, making public comments at every Public Hearing as well as speaking during
the Public Forum period of each Legislative Session. We also dug in and did significant research
on legislature size and redistricting, but failed to have enough time to look more closely at the
Coroners versus Medical Examiner issue that had been raised by the Charter Review
Commission and which had some previous research done by League members in prior years.
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In mid-July we held a League membership meeting to review the Crouse proposals against our
consensus position reached in 2014 and the more recent research that had been done. We felt
we could not support Crouse’s proposed local Law F and G as they were written versus the
wording of our current consensus position and stated this at the July Public Hearing on Local
Laws F, G and H.
In the August Legislative session a vote was scheduled for these three proposed Local Laws. In
that meeting the debate raged at great lengths as different members of a reform coalition
countered with their own proposals. Predominantly the discussion was on downsizing, but
mixed with that of redistricting as the subjects are somewhat entwined. Chris Higgins (D-5th)
introduced an amendment to Crouse’s Local Law F to downsize to 25 members as it was
proposed by the Charter Commission four years earlier. The Higgins amendment failed with 22
opposed to it, 14 in favor. The subsequent roll call vote on Crouse’s downsizing proposed in
Local Law F resulted in a 31-5 defeat. Mark Grimm (R-29th) then put forward an amendment
on Local Law G that mirrored the Charter Commission’s recommendation on redistricting. After
considerable more debate the amendment failed 27 to 9, and the roll call vote on Crouse’s
Local Law G was close, but was defeated with one vote short of the 20 needed to pass. Finally,
Todd Drake (R-19th) proposed an amendment to Crouse’s Local Law H on the “clean-up” which
was defeated. However in the roll call vote on Local Law H as proposed by Crouse, it passed the
Legislature with a vote of 20-15, which finally resulted with this on the ballot in November. The
League supported Proposal Number 1, as it was named on the back of the ballot. Even though
we felt it fell far short of the reform needed, it was still a step in the right direction, and it
passed with over 67% of vote.
Further steps toward reform quickly started back up in October with two competing Local Laws
on redistricting being proposed. As the League feels this to be one of the most critical areas of
reform needed, especially in light of the past lawsuits, we worked very closely with Crouse who
sponsored Local Law V, with Joanne Cunningham (D-30th) who sponsored Local Law W, as well
as with other Legislators and legislative staff. In part due to the League’s insistence that there
not be separate Public Hearings for these two proposals, and our urging that the legislators
work together on a single proposal, discussions across the aisle have been happening, with
input from the League on potential points for improvement for both. In the May Law
Committee meeting both sponsors reported that they felt positive about the discussions, and
the next few months will tell if this November Albany County voters will have some real reform
to weigh in on.
Other significant happenings by the County Legislature this year include:
•
•
•

Raising the age to 21 on the sale of all tobacco products
Soldier On, a housing opportunity for homeless veterans, gets a 50 year lease at the
former Ann Lee Nursing Home
Prohibiting Albany County government from discriminating against potential
employees based on their criminal arrest record or conviction.
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•
•
•

Defeat of proposal to further limit the use of polystyrene foam in disposable food
service ware
Prohibiting the use of tobacco products in parks or recreational areas owned and
operated by the County
Proposed legislation to address wage gage between women and men by prohibiting
employers from requiring job applicants to provide prior or current salary
information (in progress)

COMMUNICATIONS ANNUAL REPORT – Aimee Allaud
The LWVAC Communications Team has responsibility for communication of our programs and
issues to the Albany community via website, bulletin, Constant Contact messaging, Facebook,
Twitter, press releases to media and flyers to libraries and other venues. Our team is Marian
Schwager (bulletin editor), Laura Bierman (bulletin formatting), Marggie Skinner (mailings and
PayPal), Linda Ellen Brown (website and Twitter), Mary Beilby (website calendar), Aimee Allaud
and Marggie Skinner (FaceBook). Have you checked our website with a beautiful image of the
Empire State Plaza? Graphics/videos/photographs, along with timely messages and ease of
usability are due to the skills and harmonization of our Communications Team.
New in 2016-17
Twitter account @lwvac was launched in August 2016. We follow and are followed by LWVUS,
LWVNYS and local leagues throughout the US as well as good government groups, journalists
and civic-minded citizens. With support of board and members we will increase our utilization
of this free service in the upcoming year. Twitter is a leading-edge channel to create an ongoing
and direct dialogue with an audience, spread news rapidly, inform and mobilize activists, and
prospect new supporters to expand our network’s reach.
PayPal Payments account was established and made available on our website to receive online
payments of dues and donations to LWVAC. PayPal allows us to accept credit cards, debit cards,
PayPal, and PayPal Credit and makes it easy for users to make payments securely and
conveniently online or on mobile.
Five bulletins were produced during the past year and posted to the website by our webmaster,
Linda Ellen Brown. About one-half of our membership receives the electronic bulletin saving
the LWVAC printing and postage costs (and it arrives earlier in your hands too!). If you would
like to receive it in your Inbox, contact Aimee (85aimee@nycap.rr.com). Our bulletin is full of
news and opportunities for taking action in our community, state and nation. President,
Margaret Danes, has given us “food for thought” in each issue --- thank you, Margaret.
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GREAT DECISIONS DISCUSSION GROUP
The LWVAC’s Great Decisions Group self-selected into two groups, one in the morning and the
other in the afternoon.
Morning Group Update - Martha Kennedy
Beginning at the end of September 2016 and continuing into November, the Global
Issues/Great Decisions discussion group held 4 meetings to discuss Naomi Klein’s book dealing
with environmental issues and specifically climate change, “This Changes Everything”. The
meetings were held in the Community Room at the Berkshire Bank on Vista Blvd. in Slingerlands
and provided some interesting insights into entities impacting environmental policies.
From the end of February and through May 2017, the morning Great Decisions discussion group
has been meeting bi-weekly to address the topics in the 2017 edition of the Foreign Policy
Association’s annual briefing book at this same venue. A different member of the group has
volunteered to facilitate at each meeting and provide both supplemental information and
guidance throughout the discussions as well as the ever- appreciated refreshments.
We extend our thanks to the bank and its employees for their hospitality and coffee, as well as
a comfortable, accessible meeting space.
At the final meeting, the group reviewed member submitted recommendations of books to
consider for discussion beginning next fall. “Earning the Rockies” by Robert Kaplan was
selected and meetings will be held at the same venue Oct.2, 16, and 30th. Anyone interested in
participating in that program is encouraged to contact Martha Kennedy at
dkennedy2@nycap.rr.com.
Afternoon Group Update – Peggy Guttman, Judy Wing
The Great Decisions afternoon group met at Beverwyck twice monthly from February through
May to read the Great Decisions booklet published by the Foreign Policy Association.
2017 year’s topics were as follows: The Future of Europe, Trade and Politics, Conflict in the
South China Sea, Saudi Arabia in Transition, U.S. Foreign Policy and Petroleum, Latin America’s
Political Pendulum, Prospects for Afghanistan and Pakistan, and Nuclear Security.
Though starting with about fifteen people on paper, several chose the morning group and two
were unable to participate this year. About six individuals were regular attendees, and three
were occasional attendees. Participants seemed to enjoy lively discussions and found the
location convenient.
It was suggested, and agreed, that with such a small group we should reconsider having an
afternoon group at Beverwyck next year.
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LONG TERM CARE REPORT – Arleen Stein
It’s been as busy as usual in the Albany County long term care arena. The County Executive’s
Office continues to make a push for senior community-based services for both the Medicaid
and non-Medicaid population keeping people healthy and at home. Here are a few highlights.
•

•
•
•

In the fall, the County was awarded a $750k grant for senior rehab. and Albany County
added another $25k. The 30 homes identified in need of modification are expected to
be completed by the end of June. Repairs have included roofs, furnaces, windows,
ramps and modifications to bathrooms and kitchens to make homes more senior
friendly. There is a waitlist of more than 100 other homes.
A new senior center has been opened in West Albany with weekly drop-in services of a
social worker and registered nurse.
A report on the Home Care Crisis in the Adirondacks was completed and a plan to try to
seek a solution is being implemented.
On the institutional side: in 2017, the Albany County nursing home expects a $2 million in
profit and future decreases in county burden. While some improvements to the nursing
home are already underway, including upgrading beds, furnishings and medical
equipment, it's slated for a full rehabilitation with estimated costs at about $50 million
sometime next year.

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE – Paula Philo
The top priorities for the Membership Committee this year were to recruit new members,
retain established members and get members involved.
In September we formed a Phone Team to call both new and established members to
encourage them to come to upcoming meetings and other events. In January we decided that,
although this effort was successful for the Potluck in September, it didn't seem to be working
overall. We no longer make these phone calls.
We also formed a team of volunteers who greet attendees at the door. The greeters encourage
guests to take any available LWV literature and to leave their contact information if they want
to be added to our Constant Contact list.
We encouraged members to fill out interest sheets, indicating the areas where they are willing
to help and distributed this information to the appropriate committee chairs.
On June 28 we will be hosting an Information Share where members will mingle with other
members and also learn more about the League. The event will be open to the public, some of
whom might be potential members. Speakers will include: Margaret Danes (about the League),
Patricia Sibilia (Observer Corps), Barbara Frankel (Voter Services), Julie Elson (Naturalization
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Ceremonies) and Jennifer Wilson (LWVNY). The event will take place on June 28 from 7:00 p.m.
to 8:30 p.m. in the Community Room of the Bethlehem Public Library.
Membership numbers as of 2/1/16:
Individual - 123, additional household - 23, lifetime – 10, student - 3
Membership numbers as of 2/1/17:
Individual - 118, additional household - 25, lifetime - 10
As of May, 2017:
Individual - 150, additional household - 28, lifetime - 10

NEW CITIZEN VOTER REGISTRATION – Julie Elson
Participation broadened in the service project dramatically by using it as a tool to increase
membership and visibility. In fact, it has grown in both scope and support. As reported in the
LWV Albany December 2016 bulletin, in addition to attending thirteen naturalization
ceremonies at the Federal District Court, a cadre of new and old League members also assisted
at three Albany County Court ceremonies and one Washington County Supreme Court
ceremony. Besides Julie, those involved included Janet Reilly, Linda Bernardi, Lisa Nissenbaum,
Colleen Maloney, Cindy Schultz, Judith Grose-Johnson, Barbara Traynor, Judith Wing, Britt
Westergard and Patricia Sibilia. More than 500 new voters were registered to vote during these
ceremonies and each received materials about the voting process, organ donation and the
activities of the League. In 2017 the Albany League will be registering new citizens to vote at a
total of seventeen ceremonies.
But the many new citizens aren't the only beneficiaries. Voter Services chair Barbara Frankel
successfully applied for National League grant funding to provide us with an array of voting
information and supplies, including flags, pens and stamps for volunteers to mail in completed,
out of county registration forms! The project has also proven a great introduction to the League
for prospective members looking for ways to assist with voter registration in a momentous
election year. Despite the 7:45 am start time, we welcomed new volunteers to not only share in
the excitement and happiness of people becoming American citizens, but also to provide them
with a vital educational service for their new civic responsibilities.
The Albany League laid the groundwork for the Leagues in Saratoga County and Rensselaer
County to begin their own voter registration of new citizen projects at the naturalization
ceremonies in their own county’s courthouses or in those nearby. After sending a league
member to an Albany ceremony, the Saratoga League has taken on the responsibility for the
Washington County Courthouse ceremonies and the Rensselaer League has followed-up on
contacts made by the Albany League and has registered new citizen voters at the Rensselaer
County Courthouse for the first time in May 2017.
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POLL REPORTING 2016 – Marggie Skinner
Thanks to each of the more than 60 league members and friends who covered a polling place
on Election Day. We received a total of $2,370 from WNYT and the Associated Press for all the
coverage that we were able to provide. We did receive an apology from Paul Conti who
oversees this operation. He acknowledged that the phone lines did get tied up and I have heard
from some of you that you were not able to get through and report your results. But we have
been paid for covering all of the places. They will be working on fixing the phone system before
next year. Paula and I also met with the Election commissioners and raised issues that were
brought to our attention.
Thank you again. This effort covered 153 Election Districts in 58 locations with a team of over
60 league and non-league members. This is a major source of support for our League and I think
it puts us in the "room where it happens" for at least one phase of our political system.
______________________________________________________________________________
PROGRAM COMMITTEE – Margaret Danes, Herb Gordon, Aimee Allaud
Planning programs for the League year is an exciting though daunting task! Many opportunities
exist in the Albany community for bringing diversity into our programming through
collaborations with public policy organizations, advocates and educators. Informative meetings
on current “hot topics” can lead to positive action in our communities! The League board
functions as a program committee by suggesting program ideas for a smaller tasked committee
to pursue. In 2016-17, Margaret Danes, Paula Philo, Herb Gordon, Mary Beilby and Aimee
Allaud reviewed options for meshing LWVNYS/LWVAC positions with emerging issues of local,
state and national concern. [See attached summaries of LWVUS and LWVNYS positions in the
addendum]
In considering options for interesting programs, our committee has focused on the message
brought back to us by our delegates to the LWVUS June 2017 convention:
impact/visibility/relevance. The presidential election of 2016 further stimulated thinking on
how the Albany League could increase local understanding of issues such as immigration,
journalism values in a democracy in the era of social media, the relationship of the U.S. to the
world with a new president in office, the NYS Constitutional Convention ballot issue, longer
terms for NYS legislators, positive action to reduce climate change impacts. Using these criteria
resulted in programs that attracted very broad audiences, many of which were unfamiliar with
the League! Programs on these timely topics resulted in average audience attendance of over
200 people for each (Immigration, Journalism in the era of social media, Climate Change), a
testament to creative and collaborative program planning.
Programs in 2016-2017:
September: Pot Luck Supper with theme of exploring key issues on which members would
like information and programs.
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November: “NYS Legislature: Longer Terms? Staggered Terms? Limits on Outside Income?”
Discussion and consensus on revising the League’s 1977 position, St. Sophia’s church, 6:30-8:30
PM.
December: Holiday Luncheon with Dr. James Ketterer, Dean of Global Outreach, Bard Center
for Civic Engagement and the Bard Globalization and International, speaking on “The New
Normal: Making Sense of The Election Results and Implications,” Martel’s Restaurant, 12N-2PM
January: “Should NYS Hold a Constitutional Convention?” Following a PowerPoint
presentation, League members were asked to help decide if the LWVNYS should support,
oppose or remain neutral on the ballot proposal in November 2017, St. Sophia’s Church,
Sunday, 1:30-3:30 PM.
February: “A Community Conversation on Immigration in the Capital District,” a collaboration
with organizations serving immigrants and refugees in the Capital Region, sharing information
on the dimension of the local issue, the services they offer and ways for involvement, Sunday
afternoon, St. Sophia’s church (large hall) 2:00-4:00 PM.
March: Celebrating the 100th anniversary of women’s right to vote in NYS, “Petticoats of Steel”
theatrical performance at the Cultural Education Center/Empire State Plaza, 5:00-6:00 PM.
April: “Endangered Species? The Future of Journalism and the 1st Amendment,” joint program
with the NYS Women’s Press Club,” with guest panelists from the Times-Union, UAlbany,
Albany Law School, and College of St. Rose, Delmar Reformed Church, 6:30-8:30 PM.
May: “Climate Change: The End? Or The Beginning?” with guest panelists, Congressman Paul
Tonko, Assemblywoman Pat Fahy, Dr. Jeff Corbin of Union College, and a display of electric
vehicles and other environmental information, Bethlehem Town Hall, 6:30-8:30 p.m.
June: Annual Dinner Meeting, business meeting, program with Dr. James Ketterer, Bard
College, “Six Months Later”, An Analysis of the Trump Administrations’ Foreign Policy Actions,
Martel’s Restaurant, 5:30-8:00 PM.
_____________________________________________________________________________________

STUDENTS INSIDE ALBANY (SIA) – Tina Raggio
The Committee for 2016-2017 was comprised of Tina Raggio, Chair, Rema Goldstein, and Paula
Philo. One student, Sarah Bracken, an 11th Grader from Clayton Bouton High School in
Voorheesville, NY attended the conference, which was held May 21st – 24th.
The 2017-2018 Committee will be chaired by Rema Goldstein, and include Paula Philo and Tina
Raggio.
______________________________________________________________________________
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TREASURER’S REPORT – Marggie Skinner
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VOTER SERVICES – Barbara Frankel
The League applied for and received two national League of Women Voters grants:
• The National League of Women Voters Education Fund (LWVEF) in conjunction with
recording artist Patty Griffin funded a project, entitled “Use Your Voice”. As part of a 39city tour, the Grammy- award winning artist held an Albany concert that promoted LWV
voter engagement and provided LWVAC with $500 to support local league 2016 voter
service work.
•

As part of a 2016 Naturalization Ceremony Voter Registration project, National LWVEF
awarded pass-through grants of $800 to our League to undertake voter registration
activities at naturalization ceremonies for new citizens. (See New Citizen Voter
Registration for further discussion of 2016 expanded naturalization activities.)

Voter Registration
The two grants helped fund a very busy year. Volunteers spoke to three political science
classes to train College of Saint Rose students to conduct voter registration drives; helped
students educate and register their fellow students at Sage College cafeteria at lunch time, did
a voter registration presentation to a University of Albany freshmen class and registered
students at Siena College. We had a tabls at Shoprite grocery store on Central Avenue, the
100 Black Men Picnic, the Delaware Street Fair, and the Heal Our Community Cook Out
sponsored by the Center for Law and Justice. Volunteers registered voters at the Center for
Disabilities, several mosques and an Islamic Center and had a voter information table at the
Rock the Vote day during the Valley Cats game at Joe Bruno Stadium.
We also trained staff at the Whitney Young Health Center to do voter registration and
education. We had a voter registration table at the Live Streaming of the 10th anniversary of
the movie “Idiocracy” at the Madison Theater and the Watervliet Library. Finally, under the
direction of Aimee Allaud (Communications Director), we had a voter registration /education
tables at all of the Albany County Public Libraries for Women’s Equality Week.
This year, LWVAC tried different approaches to standard voter registration: The League tried
the following approaches:
Expanded voter registration activities to include voter education ‘turn out” related information.
Most potential voters were already registered. We talked about using voter registration form to
update voter information (name changes, address changes, party enrollment, change in party
enrollment, and organ donation); the importance of local races on the ballot (voting is not just
about Presidential races), why one vote matters, absentee ballots, location of poll places, using
paper ballots, election dates, vote 411, and League membership.
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“Train the Trainer” - Training / providing voter guides and other League information to other
organizations who conducted voter registration/ education drives - expanding our reach.
Examples: Whitney Young clinic staff and College St Rose students.
Partnered with more organizations: Collaborations at Four Universities (College of Saint Rose,
Siena, University of Albany and Russell Sage College), presentations at political science classes,
Center for Criminal Center for Law and Justice, Masjid As Salam Mosque, AL-HIDAYA Center
Mosque, Center for Disabilities and 100 Black Men.
Voter Registration/Turn Out/ at different settings: In addition to street fairs, we had tables at a
grocery store, baseball game, and movie theater event. Recognizing how labor-intensive voter
registration/ education tables can be, we did not staff the Women’s Equality Table at the public
Libraries. The tables had all appropriate education and registration material but no volunteers.
Candidate Events
We held three well-attended candidate events:
New York’s 20th Congressional District Candidate Forum was co-sponsored by Leagues
of Women Voters of Albany, Rensselaer, Saratoga and Schenectady Counties. The event used a
three-person panel (Karen DeWitt, Capitol Bureau Chief for New York
State Public Radio, Matthew Hamilton Reporter for the Times Union, and Steve Muller League
Women Voters) to ask questions about Economic, Domestic, and Foreign Policy.
New York State League of Women Voters of Albany and Schenectady Counties, Altamont
Free Library, and Guilderland Public Library sponsored a candidate Forum for the 46th Senate
District.
The League also sponsored the Bethlehem Central School District “Meet the Candidates Night”
for the eight candidates running for school board. The event was hosted by the Bethlehem
Central School District.
VOTE411
VOTE411 provides a one-stop- shop for election information. It provides nonpartisan
information to the public about the national, state and local election process and all the
candidates, propositions and proposed legislation on the 2016 ballots for national, state and
local elections.
The national and state leagues invited national and state candidates respectively to participate.
Patricia Sibilia invited Albany candidates to enter their backgrounds and positions on issues for
the 15 local races. She also entered information about the proposed Local Election Law H on
the ballot concerning Albany County Charter Revisions. Voters accessed VOTE 411 through the
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League’s website http://lwvalbany.org or directly at www.vote411.org. We just learned at the
State League convention that usage of Vote 411 significantly increased, and Albany had 3,495
visits to the site.
Thank you to the nineteen wonderful volunteers that made all of these Voter Service events
and activities possible.

ADDENDUM
1. LWVUS Impact on Issues Positions in Brief
2. LWVNYS Impact on Issues Positions in Brief
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