
LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS ® 
OF ALBANY COUNTY 

  P.O. Box 611, Slingerlands, New York 12159 
 
February 5,  2014 
 
Hon. Joseph J. Martens, Commissioner 
New York State Department of Environmental Conservation 
625 Broadway 
Albany, New York 12333 
 
 cc:  Gene Kelly, Director, Region 4, New York State Department of Environmental 
Conservation, 1130 N. Westcott Road, Schenectady, NY, 12306 
        Karen M. Gaidasz, Region 4, New York State Department of Environmental Conservation, 
1130 N. Westcott Road, Schenectady, NY 12306, or r4dep@gw.dec.state.ny.us 
 
Re:  Global Companies LLC Port of Albany Crude Oil Shipments:  Request to Withdraw Notice 
of Complete Application, Rescind Negative Declaration and Issue Positive Declaration, Initiate 
Permit Modification, and Comply with Environmental Justice Policy 
 
Dear Commissioner Martens; 

 
The League of Women Voters is a non-partisan citizen activist organization that operates 

at the local, state, and national level. The League of Women Voters of Albany County serves the 
local Albany County area, and concentrates on issues affecting the county. 
 
 The League's purpose is to: 1) Encourage the active and informed participation of citizens 
in government and 2) Increase understanding of major public policy issues.   
  
 The League of Women Voters believes that citizen participation is a necessary 
component of decision-making at all levels of government.  The League‘s specific position on 
decision-making on Natural Resources issues affirms that: 
• The public has a right to know about pollution levels, dangers to health and the 

environment, and proposed resource management policies and options.  
• The public has a right to participate in decision-making at each phase in the process and 

at each level of government involvement.  
• Officials should make a special effort to develop readily understandable procedures for 

public involvement and to ensure that the public has adequate information to participate 
effectively.           

• Public records should be readily accessible at all governmental levels. Adequate funding 
is needed to ensure opportunities for public education and effective public participation in 
all aspects of the decision-making process.  
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• The appropriate level of government should publicize, in an extensive and timely manner 
and in readily available sources, information about pollution levels, pollution-abatement 
programs, and resource management policies and options. 

• Hearings should be held in easily accessible locations, at convenient times and, when 
possible, in the area concerned. The hearing procedures and other opportunities for public 
comment should actively encourage citizen participation in decision-making.  

  
This letter is written with specific reference to the subject application of Global Companies 

LLC (“Global”) for a Title V Permit modification, to allow expansion of crude oil storage and 
loading capabilities at the Albany terminal, that would potentially affect an environmental justice 
area as defined within the meaning Environmental Justice Policy, Commissioner’s Policy 29, 
Environmental Justice and Permitting (March 19, 2003) (“CP-29”) of the Department of 
Environmental Conservation (hereinafter “DEC” or the “Department”).  

 
We are concerned that neither Global nor the Department have complied with the 

requirements of CP-29, at paragraph 8 (“Where a potential environmental justice area is 
identified by the preliminary screen, the applicant shall submit a written public participation 
plan as part of its complete application”). 

 
The Department’s Environmental Justice Policy “provides guidance for incorporating 

environmental justice concerns into the DEC environmental permit review process and the DEC 
application of the State Environmental Quality Review Act.”  The policy was issued in response 
to address “the lack of meaningful public participation by minority or low-income communities 
in the permit process; the unavailability or inaccessibility of certain information to the public 
early in the permit process; and the failure of the permit process to address disproportionate 
adverse environmental impacts on minority and low-income communities.  In order to address 
these concerns, CP-29 establishes “the general policy of DEC to promote environmental justice 
and incorporate measures for achieving environmental justice into its programs, policies, 
regulations, legislative proposals and activities.” 

 
CP-29 directs that, upon receipt of a permit application subject to the policy, DEC must 

conduct a preliminary screen to identify whether the proposed action is in or near a potential 
environmental justice area and determine whether potential adverse environmental impacts 
related to the proposed action are likely to affect a potential environmental justice area.  

 
Based upon the foregoing, the League of Women Voters of Albany County respectfully 

requests that the DEC reconsider its decisions in the matter of Global’s application and 
(i) Institute a review of the procedures that the Department followed in concluding 

that the Global application complied with the requirements for modification of the 
Clean Air Act, Title V Air Facility permit, including application of the DEC’s 
Environmental Justice Policy 29 (“CP-29”) and,  
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(ii)  If it is determined that environmental justice concerns were not appropriately 
taken into consideration in the review process, withdraw its Notice of Complete 
Application regarding Global’s Application for a Title V Permit modification 
unless and until such time as Global and the Department comply with the 
requirements of CP-29. 

 

Public awareness of the environmental, public safety and health concerns associated with 
the transport of crude oil shipments into the Port of Albany have increased dramatically as a 
result of the increase in reported incidents in the press of derailments and fires nationwide.  The 
consequences of an oil spill or explosion could be catastrophic given the fact that hundreds of 
rail cars travel on tracks which run through downtown Albany along heavily traveled Route 787, 
and sit in close proximity to residential housing and in the rail yard at the Albany Terminal 
adjacent to the Hudson River.  

 
New Yorkers depend upon our government to adhere to the laws, rules and regulations 

that are enacted to protect the health and safety of our residents.  The League of Women Voters 
of Albany County urges DEC to fully comply with its policies and procedures in this matter. 

 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment and for your consideration. 

 
 
 
 
Lois Griffin, President, 
League of Women Voters of Albany County 
Contact:  518-487-4671, griffinocee@gmail.com or Aimee Allaud, Communications Director, 
518-482-2617, 85aimee@nycap.rr.com.  
 
 
cc:  Kathy Sheehan, Mayor, City of Albany 
       Daniel McCoy, Albany County Executive 
       Carolyn McLaughlin, Albany Common Council President 
       Albany Common Council members 
       Assemblymember  John T. McDonald III,  AD 108 
       Assemblymember Patricia Fahy, AD 109 
       Senator Neil D. Breslin, SD 44 
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